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Kaliyampoondi  ï Some of our 6
th
, 7

th
 and 9

th
 graders flashing their early morning smiles while 

getting ready for the walk to school. 
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                             Child Haven Homes  
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India 49 children 8 women, Language: Gujarati 

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India 192 children 15 women, Language: Telegu 

Kaliyampoondi, Tamil Nadu, India 297 children 35 women, Language: Tamil 

Maitreya Foundation, New Delhi, India 24 children 1 woman, Language: Tibetan & Hindi 

Savarsai, Maharashtra, India 48 children 4 women, Language: Mahrathi 

Kathmandu, Nepal, 203 children 22 women, Language: Nepali 

Tibet in China, 41 children 4 women, Language: Tibetan 

Chittagong, Bangladesh, 67 children 15 women, Language: Bengali 

Ghaziabad, India (informal education) 60 women, Language: Hindi 

Tribal H ome, City of Pen, near Savarsai Home, 50 children, Mahrathi plus tribal languages 

(Many other children are sponsored for education, but are not living in one of our Homes.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaliyampoondi ï Spontaneous dance poses from some of our Kaliyampoondi dancers on 

the roof-top of what will soon be their former dormitory.  In the background you can see the 

smokestacks from the nearby steel plant that is thought to be lowering the water level in 

surrounding wells (including ours) because of their huge water consumption.   

                                                                                                        Deborah Hartt photo                  
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BONNIE LORE   

(an occasional column by her long- suffering husband) 

A Gandhian Brings us South  

In the early days of Child Haven Bonnie heard about 

Shri Ramakrishna Reddiar, a young farmer in Tamil 

Nadu who had gone to a rally and heard the famous 

Vinoba Bhave, a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, who was 

telling rich farmers to consider him as their younger son, 

and give him some acres to distribute to the landless 

peasants. Bhave and village leaders would re-arrange 

them into parcels for distribution. This was known as the 

Bhoodan Movement. Thousands of acres were donated across India.  

Many years later Bonnie went down to meet Reddiar. He told her the story as his 

wife sat on the floor near him:  

I was totally enchanted with Bhave, and I pledged some 300 acres. When I returned 

home, I informed my wife about this. Her reaction was, "No! You cannot give away 

your childrensô birthright!" Since the land was in her name, that was that. 

I tried every argument to convince her, but she was adamant. Finally I said, óWell, I 

will fast from eating until you sign the paper."  

She said, "Go ahead and fast. See if I care." After three days, she became anxious, 

and said, "Oh, alright, you stubborn man, I 

will sign. Now eat your supper." 

I said, "No. First sign - then I will eat." 

As he told Bonnie this story he laughed. His 

wife sitting near him just smiled.  Upon 

hearing that Child Haven aspired to be a 

Gandhian organization, Reddiar (left) invited 

Child Haven to start a Home in 

Kaliyampoondi.  Bonnie rented some houses in 

the village and started Kaliyampoondiôs Child 

Haven Home. One rented house became 9 

houses, until we built our current Home.        4. 



 

Kali yampoondi  ï A recent visitor 

to the Home was the 92-year-old 

Gandhian activist Krishnammal, (right) 

who worked with Vinoba Bhave, and 

helped negotiate the gift of land to the 

Bhoodan Movement by Ramakrishna 

Reddiar mentioned on the previous page.  

In addition to having walked miles and 

miles across India asking for land for the 

landless, she and her now deceased 

husband, Jaganathan, have applied 

Gandhian means of struggle to oppose the 

environmental destruction of Indiaôs 

fragile eco-system.  A strong focus has 

been on the destructive nature of 

industrial shrimp farming on large areas 

of coastal farmland in Southern India.  

She and her husband are the subjects of 

the book The Color of Freedom by Laura 

Coppo which mentions their work in 

Kaliyampoondi. 
5. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tamil Selvi and Evanjalin (center) are in 6
th
 grade.  Both of them also have brothers living in 

our home.  Tamil Selviôs father died and her mother was unable to provide for her.  Both of 

Evanjalinôs parents died.  Behind them are Tamilarasi (left) and Sandhiya (right) also in 

Grade 6.  Below left is Chandirasekar, who lost his parents at an early age and below right is 

Maya, who is one of 20 gypsy children living at our Home                                                               

Samantha Cappuccino photos 
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Kaliyampoondi ï Work is coming along well on the new girlôs dormitory, with offices 

and classrooms below.  Above the boys are helping move bricks made at the Home to the construction 

site.  Below the new building takes shape between the kitchen to the left and the current dorm to the 

right.  Taken from the roof of what will become just the boyôs dorm.   
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PATRONS OF CHILD HAVEN: 
 

Margaret Atwood, Author 

Dr Brien Benoit, Head, Neurosurgery,  

  Ottawa Civic Hospital 

Peter Downie, former CBC Host 

Vera Freud, former IHEU Permanent  

  Representative, UNESCO 

Dr Gary Geddes, Poet 

Jan Jeffers, former publisher 

Ajit Jain, Managing Editor, Canada, INDIA 

ABROAD 

Max Keeping, C.M., former TV Host  

Frank Kolhatkar, Retired Senior Partner, 

  Deloitte & Touche LLP 

Donna Morrison-Reed, Unitarian Minister 

Mark Morrison-Reed, Unitarian Minister  

Don Roberts, Managing Director,  

  CIBC World Markets 

Kunjar Sharma, PhD, Honourary 

  Consul General of Nepal  

 

PATRONS IN GERMANY: 

Rev Dr Eckhart Pilick & Pia Oberacker- 

  Pilick, Frei Religioese Landesgemainde 

 

PATRONS IN JAPAN: 

Rev Toru Hashimoto, Minister 

Mr Noboru Nakayama, President, Seikyo  

  Gakuen  

The late Morse Saito, Educator 

Dr Shigeki Yamamoto, Dentist 

Dr Wataru Yoshioka, Prof Emeritus, 

  Hyogo College of Medicine 

 

PATRONS IN USA: 

Deepak & Christina Kamra 

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, Author 

Shilpi Somaya Gowda, Author   

Erica Stone, President, American  

  Himalayan Foundation 

 

BANGLADESH 

Ms Jharna Dhara Chowdhury, Secretary,  

  Gandhian Ashram Trust, Noakali 

Dr Kazi Nurul Islam, Prof of World  

  Religions, University of Dhaka. 

Nahida Rahman Shumona ï  Director-

Counsellor (Political) High Commission for 

Bagladesh 

 

NEPAL 

Dr Yanta Mani Pradhan, Ophthalmologist 

 Lions Eye Care Centre, Kathmandu 

Ms Renu Sharma, President, Nepal  

  Womens Foundation, Kathmandu   

 

INDIA  

Dr K.M. Chitania, Gopi Nursing Home 

The late Mukunda Kolhatkar, Gandhian 

Dr S V Mapuskar, MD and Engineer  

Muruganatham, social activist  

V Kalyanan, Secretary to Mahatma Gandhi 

Swami Agnivesh, Arya Samaj 

 

 

DONATING BY CREDIT CARD (Visa or Master Card, 

Canada and U.S.) can also be done by calling Child Haven directly, 

613-527-2829. We also accept donations by Paypal on our website. 

 

DONATING THROUGH UNITED WAY To give through United 

Way, just designate your donation to óChild Haven Internationalô 

and include our Registered Charity # 11885 1922 RR0001. Receipts 

are issued by United Way. IN SOME CASES THE NAME OF 

THE DONOR IS NOT GIVEN TO US. WE WOULD NOT BE 

ABLE TO ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR DONATION. GIVERS 

THROUGH CANADA HELPS ARE ALSO ANONYMOUS. 

 

Child Haven receives monthly donations in four ways: 

Direct bank withdrawal $9817/month from 250 donors. 

Canadahelps $1653/month from 30 donors. 

Donor credit card $2588/month from 46 donors. 

Post-dated cheques $300/month from 2 donors 

                                          Thanks loads!! 

 

We are also set up to receive gifts of stocks and securities. (better 

tax advantages than donating cash.) 

 

 
 

 

Sponsorship Co-coordinator, Sheila Laursen 

Social Worker, Christine Johnston, MSW 

Dinner Liaison, Beth Keogan 

Web Developer, Kerry Keogan 

Refugee counsellor in Canada, Tara Upreti 

Bazaar and Auction Liaison, Pam Hellstrom 

Canadian Directors of Child Haven: Dr Nat Shah, Peter Freud, 

Bonnie and Fred Cappuccino, Bernadette Caron 

Decal of Gandhi, P V Anthony, 

Mother & child logo, Eugene Fern 

Sketch of Bonnie and Fred, Andrina Cox 

International Director, Bonnie Cappuccino 

Erudite and Elegant Newsletter-Editor, Fred Cappuccino 

Guest Editor this issue ï Robin Cappuccino                                     

                                                                                                           8. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bangladesh  ï Hapoti (center) telling Tonussri (left) and Sweety (right) not to get too excited, but  

itôs almost time for soya milk!  Sweety and Tonussri were referred to Child Haven by our good friend Mrs. 

Chowdhury, the Director of the Gandhi Ashram in Noakali.  The Ashram was begun after Gandhiôs walk 

through the area seeking communal harmony between Hindus and Muslims.  

Below, Pathan and Lalkhunai play a game of catch in the court-yard.  
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Bangladesh  ï Our Chittagong Home 

is in the old family homestead of Child 

Haven Bangladesh Board Member, and 

Ottawa restauranteur, Gias Salim Uddin.  

When Salim was a boy it was surrounded 

by rice-paddies.  As construction has 

boomed in Chittagong, it is now 

surrounded with apartment buildings.  

While it was once the highest spot around,  

itôs  now lower than much of the 

surrounding property, creating a shallow 

puddle all around the Home during the 

rainy season.  So, here our older boys are 

helping to place bricks on newly raised 

ground in front of the Home.  We are 

hoping this will help reclaim our play area 

from the drainage pool next time the rains 

come.  

 

We will always be grateful to Salim and his 

family for the use of their wonderful home.  

However, as our children get bigger, and 

our Child Haven Montessori School grows, 

we need more space for kidôs activities and 

classrooms.  When we secure the funding, 

we will buy land and build a new Home 

farther outside of Chittagong with room for 

a garden, lots of playground space and 

additional classrooms for our school.  In 

the meantime, everyone is pitching in to 

help maintain our beautiful Home.  

 

left, Anis helps unload a rickshaw load of 

vegetables.  Itôs amazing what one 

rickshaw driver can manage.   

 

Thereôs always a lot to do at our Homes, 

and the help of our kids is much 

appreciated. 
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Maitreya Home  
Here it is, our very own new 

home!  After many years of 

renting and having to move 

from place to place, we now 

have our own facility.  Thanks 

largely to the generosity of 

Sally Patrick and Chris 

LaTour, (shown in photo with 

children and staff below), the 

land was purchased along 

with a smaller building that is 

rapidly being expanded and 

renovated to house our  

children.  Very exciting for 

everyone! 

11. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

Hyderabad  - Some of our older girls eating in the Dining Hall.  Meals most often 

include rice, a vegetable curry and some additional chutney or treat.  As in the rest of India, 

only the right hand is used to eat.  Below, a huge rangoli made from colored rice flour 

welcomes guests to our Homeôs Republic Day Festivities. 

12. 



 

Hyderabad  ï Volunteer Interns Pam Hellstrom and Kayla Winslow walking the kids to 

the Telegu Medium School with help from Prasanth, Grade 10 and Sravani, Grade 8 (right)   

Below are brothers Satish in the Grade 2 and Abishek in Kindergarten.   

                                                                                                                 Kayla Winslow photos 
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Hyderabad   

 A stick, some sand 

to scratch squares in, 

feet for hopping, 

play-mates, what 

more do you need 

for a good game of 

hop-scotch?   

14. 


