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Bangladesh  ï Akhi, Nokia and Onnona with peace cranes they folded while Satu holds  

the lily she created.  Lilies are the national flower of Bangladesh!  
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Child Haven Homes  
 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India 49 children 8 women, Language: Gujarati 

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India 192 children 15 women, Language: Telegu 

Kaliyampoondi, Tamil Nadu, India 297 children 35 women, Language: Tamil 

Maitreya Foundation, New Delhi, India 24 children 1 woman, Language: Tibetan & Hindi 

Savarsai, Maharashtra, India 48 children 4 women, Language: Mahrathi 

Kathmandu, Nepal, 203 children 22 women, Language: Nepali 

Tibet in China, 41 children 4 women, Language: Tibetan 

Chittagong, Bangladesh, 67 children 15 women, Language: Bengali 

Ghaziabad, India (informal education) 30 children 50 women, Language: Hindi 

Tribal Home, City of Pen, near Savarsai Home, 50 children, Mahrathi plus tribal languages 

(Many other children are sponsored for education, but are not living in one of our Homes.)         3 

Tribal Home  ð These girls bring to life the image of the many armed goddess Durga 

in their welcoming performance for Bonniema and other visitors this summer. This and  

many other photos in this issue are by Child Haven Videographer James Douglas, who  

travelled with Bonniema on her last trip.  



                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Gujarat  ï The girls 

have energy  to spare, 

especially when they are 

on break from home-

work or chores.  

Whether itôs triple jum-

rope, or playing a circle 

hand-slap game, thereôs 

always something to do 

when they set their 

minds to it.  
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Gujarat  ï Bonniema looks forward to meeting with the older children in all the homes to 

hear how theyôre doing and talk over their ideas.  Here she and Rene, look at the study book of 

Balraj.  Below, Home Manager Kalaben, helps them pick out some special saris for the Homeôs 

staff at one of Bonniemaôs favorite sari shops.   
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Savarsai  ð Above, some of our 

older girls catch Bonniema up on all 

the latest news on her most recent 

visit. 

 

 

 

Left, Indika  and Yash demonstrate 

that even when your hair is too short 

for a ribbon, they can be used for  

other uses including the ubiquitous 

and ever fashionable doll bracelet!  
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Savarsai ï Our cook Rohini Dalvi  (above) washes some water jugs in the afternoon 

sun giving thirsty Akash a chance to get a welcome drink.  The jug had been used for 

refreshment for a volleyball game that afternoon.  
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Savarsai  - Kajal, 

Sonali and Karishma 

with their favorite books 

of the moment.  Indika 

on the right likes all of 

them.  Kajal is an 

especially good reader 

and often translates for 

volunteers and visitors.  

Jenn Bhatla photo  

One of the great things about building a 

new boyôs dorm has been having space for 

community meetings like this one on 

womenôs health led by Dr. Mapuskar and 

his daughter Dr. Shilpa Narayanan, who is 

also a medical doctor.  The workshop was 

attended by our older girls, the older girls 

from the Tribal Home and local women.  
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Tribal Home    Here are some of our children marching to commemorate the life of the 

Indian Freedom Fighter Nagya Mahadu Kathkari, who came from a tribal background.  On  

April 6
th
, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi started the civil disobedience campaign at Dandi with the Salt 

March Satyagraha. When the Salt Satyagraha ended because of the onset of the monsoon rains, 

it was followed by ñjungalò (forest) Satyagrahas in various places, including Pen, where our 

Childrenôs Home is located.  On 25
th
 September 1930, the Jungal Satyagraha was launched in 

the Akkakevi Hills.  Approximately five thousand people entered the forest shouting ñWe are 

breaking the forest lawò and symbolically started cutting the grass in the forest. The police 

opened fire on the otherwise peaceful and non-violent Satyagrahis. Eight Satyagrashis died. 

Nagya Mahadu Kathkari was one of them. In spite of having a young wife and a small child, 

this twenty-one-year young tribal took part in the Jungal Satyagraha and became a martyr for 

Indiaôs Independence. Our Tribal Home celebrates the life of Nagya Mahadu Kathkari, and 

other heroes, heroines and role-models for our children. 

This elegant and erudite newsletter is now at our website. If you donôt want the paper copy 

mailed to you ï and would like to be notified when new newsletters are created, please go to 

www.childhaven.ca. and enter your email address.  One problem is that the mailed newsletter 

also contains a return envelope for donation!    

CanadaHelps.org. on www.childhaven.ca/donate.htm 
 

Child Haven does not: 

1. Sell or trade your name/address;   2. Solicit door to door; 

3. Use professional fund raisers or paid advertising, except for small ads announcing local event                                                                                                                                                                 

 
9 



BONNIE LORE   

(an occasional column by her long- suffering husband) 

Back in 2001 the most beautiful baby in the world, four-month-old 

Aasish Dhimal, came to Child Haven Nepal. His mother, Usha, had 

been working in a carpet factory, almost as a slave. Her husband 

had absconded, leaving her destitute. 

Her pay in the carpet factory was a plate of food a day, not enough 

to enable her to nurse her baby. The staff heard about this situation 

and invited her to come and work at Child Haven. Usha was so 

relieved to be able to leave the carpet factory, that at Child Haven 

she worked extremely hard. Apparently she was afraid that she 

would be sent away. She ate very little, for the same reason.  

The staff were worried that she wasnôt giving her child enough time, and wasnôt eating enough. 

They told her to eat more and to spend time with her baby, but it didnôt seem to get through to her. 

Finally a conference was called with the Co-ordinator, Arjun, the Matron, and Bonnie, who 

explained to Usha (with Arjun interpreting): "Donôt worry about being sent away. No one is going 

to do that. Moreover, your first duty at this time is to care for your baby. You canôt nurse your baby 

in two minutes. You have to relax and hold him, and take time, then the milk will flow better." 

After some discussion Usha seemed to understand that she would be safe at Child Haven. Then 

Bonnie hugged her for a long time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a photo of Usha holding Ashish when they first arrived, and the two of them now.  

Aasish is studying in the Green Tara Child Haven School. He enjoys drawing and made the 

sketch of our Child Haven Home on the next page.  Usha continues to be a very hard-working 

member of our Homeôs staff. 10 



 

Nepa l  - The 

drawing above is a 

rendition of our 

Nepal Home by 12-

year-old Aasish 

Rai.  (see previous  

page) 

 

To the left is 

Nishan Shrestha, 

three-and-a-half 

years old and 

enrolled in the first 

year of the 

Montessori 

Program at our 

Child Haven Green 

Tara Montessori 

School.  
                           11 
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Nepal  ï Above Rajendra Shrestha, who grew up in our Home, teaching science to his 

Grade 8 class at Child Havenôs Green Tara School.  Below Binita Baral teaches English to her 

Grade 5 class.  The school now serves 230 elementary and high school students through Grade 

8.   77 are from our Home and 153 students from the surrounding community. Of those 153 

community students, 91 are sponsored by Child Haven and 62 are paying students.   
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 Nepal ð Donôt look Bonniema!  The kids above are doing a Nepali dance on the 

cement table tennis table pictured below in itôs more common usage. 
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Maitreya Home  ï Here are the five oldest kids at our Maitreya Home for Tibetan 

refugee children outside Delhi.  From the left is Nyima lhamo, Rinchen Tsomo, Tsering 

Yangkey in the black shirt, Norbu Tsering, and Dhonyou Gyalpo in the red shirt. They are 

all about to graduate from High School this year with flying colours.  Below is the reason 

why ï lots of hard work and study.  They also excel in their study of the Tibetan language, 

and rich cultural heritage.  
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